
Caruthersville 6th Grade Music 

Quarter Unit 
Name

Brief Unit 
Description

Priority Standards            
Addressed

Supporting Standards 
Addressed

1 UNIT 1 • Students will learn and apply musical 
knowledge through playing an 
instrument.   

• Students will participate in reviewing 
and learning the note names, note 
values, basic terminology, and the 
general elements that are essential to 
music as well as the development as a 
musician.  

• Students will learn to understand, 
recognize, and create both binary and 
ternary forms in music. 

• Students will work in groups and 
perform small ensembles for each 
other to demonstrate and analyze the 
elements of sound, harmony, melody, 
rhythm, and form.  

• Students will become active learners 
gaining knowledge, understanding, and 
the deepened thinking skills that are 
part of being a musician in an 
ensemble. 

• Students will use an assessment chart 
to rate their own performances.

MU:Cr1A.6a: Generate simple 
rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic 
phrases within AB and ABA forms 
the convey expressive intent.  

MU:Pr4C.6a:  Perform a selected 
piece of music demonstrating 
how their interpretations of the 
elements of music and the 
expressive qualities (such as 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
articulation/style, and phrasing) 
convey intent.  

MU:Pr4B.6b:  When analyzing selected 
music, read and identify by name or 
function standard symbols for rhythm, 
pitch, articulation, and dynamics.  

MU:Pr4B.6a:  Explain how understanding 
the structure and the elements of music 
are used in music selected for 
performance.   

MU:Pr6A.6a:  Perform the music with 
technical accuracy to convey the creators’ 
intent.   



1 Unit 2 • Students will continue with their 
development of musical knowledge 
through playing a musical instrument. 

• Students will demonstrate dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, articulation/style, and 
phrasing through active daily 
participation in learning to play with 
technical accuracy contrasting pieces 
of music.  

• Students will perform rehearsed music 
individually and in small ensembles in 
class. 

• Students will study and analyze a 
variety of music from the historical 
periods in music to gain insight and 
understanding in genre, style, and how 
music conveys culture, time period, 
and expression.  

• Students will learn the historical 
context of music as it relates to 
nationality, experiences, and 
connections.   

• Students will use the assessment chart 
to rate their performance and for the 
purpose of personal improvement.  

MU:Pr4C.6a:  Perform 
contrasting pieces of music 
demonstrating their 
interpretations of the elements of 
music and expressive qualities 
(such as dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, articulation/style and 
phrasing.) 

MU:Re8A.6a:  Describe a 
personal interpretation of 
contrasting works and explain 
how creators’ and performers’ 
application of the elements of 
music and expressive qualities, 
within genres, cultures, and 
historical periods, convey 
expressive intent. 

MU:Pr6A.6a:  Perform the music with 
technical accuracy to convey the creators’ 
intent.   

MU:Re7A.6a:  Select or choose music to 
listen to and explain the connections to 
specific interests or experiences for a 
specific purpose. 

MU: Re9A.6a:  Apply teacher provided 
criteria to evaluate musical works or 
performances.  



2 Unit 3 • Students will be introduced to music 
with historical significance and will find 
the connections in art, music, and daily 
life.   

• Students will learn the history behind 
some of the pieces of music that they 
are playing. 

• Students will perform for each other 
selected pieces of music from 
historically significant composers. 

• Students will use their knowledge to 
interpret the music with expression, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation, 
and phrasing accuracy.  

• Students will assess their own 
performances as well as the 
performances of their peers.  

MU:Cn11A.6a:  Demonstrate 
understanding of relationships 
between music and the other 
arts, other disciplines, varied 
contexts, and daily life.   

MU: Pr4C.6a:  Perform a 
selected piece of music 
demonstrating how their 
interpretations of the elements of 
music and the expressive 
qualities (such as dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, articulation/style, 
and phrasing) convey intent.   

MU: Pr6A.6a:  Perform the music with 
technical accuracy to convey the 
creator’s intent.   

MU: Cr3A.6a:  Evaluate their own work, 
applying teacher provided criteria such as 
application of selected elements of music, 
and use of sound sources.   

MU:  Re9A.6a:  Apply teacher provided 
criteria to evaluate musical works or 
performances.  

Class: 6th Grade Music, Caruthersville  

Unit Name:  Unit 1:  Developing instrumental technique  
Pacing: 9 weeks 



Power (Priority) Standards: 
MU:Cr1A.6a:  Generate simple rhythmic, melodic and  
harmonic phrases within AB and ABA forms that convey 
expressive intent.  

MU:Pr4C.6A:  Perform a selected piece of music 
demonstrating how their interpretations of the elements 
(such as dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation style, and 
phrasing) convey intent.  

MU:Re8A:6a:  Describe a personal interpretation of 
contrasting works and explain how creators’ and 
performers’ application of the elements of music and 
expressive qualities, within genres, cultures, and 
historical periods, convey expressive intent.  

MU:Cn11A.6a:  Demonstrate the understanding of 
relationships between music and other arts, other 
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.  

Learning Targets: 
• I can identify the notes in the treble clef.  
• I can play the notes in the treble clef on a 

melodic instrument  
• I can create a short melodic phrase. 
• I can perform with variety in dynamics. 
• I can perform with variety in tempo. 
• I can perform with a good tone. 
• I can perform a variety of articulations. 
• I can perform with accuracy in phrasing. 
• I can identify a variety of genres in music. 
• I can identify music from a variety of 

cultures.  
• I can identify music from different historical 

periods in music. 
• I can identify and understand the composers 

intent in expression. 
• I can understand relationships in music, the 

other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 
      

Supporting Standards: 
MU:Pr4B.6b:  When analyzing selected music, read and 
identify by name or function, standard symbols for 
rhythm, pitch, articulation, and dynamics.  

MU:Pr4B.6a:  Explain how understanding the structure 
and elements of music are used in music selected for 
performance.  

MU:Pr6A.6a:  Perform the music with technical accuracy 
to convey the creators’ intent.  

MU:Re7A.6a:  Select of choose music to listen to and 
explain the connections to specific interests or 
experiences for a specific purpose.   



Big Ideas: 

The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 
influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of 
sources.   

Analyzing creators’ context and how they manipulate 
elements of music provides insight into their intent 
and informs performance.   

Performers make interpretive decisions based on 
their understanding of context and expressive intent. 

To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, 
evaluate, and refine their performance over time 
through openness to new ideas, persistence, and the 
application of appropriate criteria.   

Musicians judge performance based on criteria that 
vary across time, place, and cultures.  The context 
and how a work is presented influence the audience 
response.  

Essential Unit Questions: 

How do musicians generate creative ideas? 

How does understanding the structure and context of 
musical works inform performance? 

How do performers interpret musical work? 

How do musicians improve the quality of their 
performance? 

When is a performance judged ready to present?  
How do context and the manner in which musical 
work is presented influence audience response? 

Vocabulary: 
Allegro  
Adagio  
Andante  
Largo  
Legato  
Vivace  
Staccato  
Marcato  
Accent  
tenuto  
diminuendo  
crescendo  
decrescendo  
repeat sign  
treble clef  
bass clef  
meter  
key signature  
piano  
mezzo piano  
forte  
mezzo forte 


